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DUSA Student Council 
Thursday 16 December 2021 
Commencing at 11:00AM   
Via Zoom 
 

Procedural Matters 
 

1.0 Welcome 
1.1 The Chair, Guleid Abdullahi formally welcomed all in attendance and declared the meeting open 

at 11:03AM.   
 
As we gather for this meeting physically dispersed and virtually constructed, let us take a moment to 
reflect on the meaning of place and in doing so recognise the various traditional lands on which we 
do our business today. 
 

We acknowledge the Elders past, present and emerging of all the lands we work and live on, and 
their Ancestral Spirits, with gratitude and respect. 
 
Present 
Guleid Abdullahi President and Chair 
Liam Cowan Vice President – Education 
Sid Shrestha Vice President – Welfare 
Georgie Brimer General Secretary 
Laura Moorfoot Student Council Member 
Mason Allcorn Student Council Member    
Ved Babar Student Council Member   
Jasmine Qi Xing Student Council Member 

 

Present for Debate 
None   

 

By Invitation 
Sue Rolland General Manager 
Tania Evans Retail Manager 
Robyn Barnden Operations Manager 
Gavin Hodgkinson Advocacy Manager 

 
Observers    
Spencer Perry Geelong Campus Coordinator 

 
Minute Taker 
Annette Allen Executive Officer 

 
1.2 Apologies 
Jonathan De La Pena Assistant General Secretary 
Alan Wang Student Councillor 
Fionna Cooper Finance Manager 
Lee Emberton Student Engagement Manager 

 
1.3 Absent 
None   
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2.0 Question Time 
2.1 

 
2.2 

 
2.3 

The Chair advised no questions had been received prior to the meeting.  
 
The Chair asked if anyone had any questions.  None were received. 
 
The Chair asked if there were any conflicts of interest to declare.  None were received. 

 
3.0 Starring 
3.1 The following items were starred for further discussion (including automatic starring as per agenda): 

  3.2 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred reports be received 
without further discussion. 

  3.3 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred items on the 
agenda be received and that all recommendations therein be approved without further 
discussion. 

4.1 Accept the minutes of the previous Student Council meeting held on 25 November 2021.   
  4.2 Actions arising from the Minutes 
6.0 DUSA Podcast Update 
9.0 Strategic Matters of Importance to Members 

11.0 Policy, Procedures and Systems 
11.1 Monthly compliance reporting 
12.0 Reports and Operational Matters 
12.1 Human Resources 
12.2 Finance Report and Profit & Loss   
13.0 Minutes of DUSA’s Committees Received 
13.5 Minutes of the Executive Committee     
14.0 Reports Received 
15.0 General / Other Business 
15.1 First Nations Committee – Terms of Reference 
16.0 Next Meeting 
17.0 Meeting Closed 

 
Items Requiring Resolution 
 

  3.2 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred reports be received 
without further discussion. 

 
SC01/16122021: 
The Student Council agrees that all remaining unstarred reports be received without further 
discussion  
Moved:        Guleid Abdullahi Seconded:         Sid Shrestha      
For:          8        Against:         0 Abstain: 0 
Carried 

 
 

  3.3 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred items on the agenda 
be received and that all recommendations therein be approved without further discussion. 
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SC02/16122021: 
The Student Council agrees that all remaining unstarred items on the agenda be received and 
that all recommendations therein be approved without further discussion 
Moved:     Guleid Abdullahi Seconded:         Liam Cowan   
For:       8        Against:         0 Abstain:  0 
Carried 

 
4.1 Minutes of the Student Council Meeting 

The Chair advised that if there were no questions regarding the minutes of the previous 
meeting, he would move a motion to accept these. 

 
SC03/16122021: 
That the Minutes of the Student Council Meeting held on 25 November 2021 be accepted as a 
true and accurate record of proceedings 

Moved:    Guleid Abdullahi Seconded:         Laura Moorfoot           
For:      8      Against:            0 Abstain: 0 
Carried                                                                                                      

 

4.2 Actions Arising from Minutes 
 The Chair advised there was one outstanding item on the action sheet which had been handed 

over by him from last year and this action related to providing some clarity in the election 
regulations around the Diversity and Belonging Representative positions.  He further noted that 
this can be addressed during the elections review being conducted by Omega Consulting 
Group who we met with last week. 

   
5.0 Endorse all Motions Approved by Circular Resolution 

  The Chair advised there had been no motions moved by circular resolution since the last 
meeting so he would move on to the next item. 

 
6.0 DUSA Podcast update 
6.1 The Chair referred to Georgie Brimer to provide a verbal update on the DUSA Podcast   

 
 The General Secretary advised she has been working on the plan for next year.  Would like to 

divide the production into 3 stages: scripting, producing and release of the podcast (including 
advertising and social media), and appoint student councillors or reps to head up each stage 
as it is a lot of work for one person to do.  Looking for Reps who would be interested in doing 
this and will start Podcast meetings next year. 

 
7.0 Requests for Leave of Absence 

  The Chair advised no requests for leave of absence had been received and he would move on 
to the next item.  The Executive Officer advised that if Alan Wang doesn’t end up coming to 
today’s meeting, he would like a one day leave of absence for today.  She advised to wait until 
the end of the meeting and then approve this if needed. 

 
8.0 Board Grant Applications 

 The Chair advised no board grant applications had been received for this meeting and he would 
move on to the next item. 
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9.0 Strategic Matters of Importance to Members 

 The Chair advised no items had been received under strategic matters and asked if anyone 
had any items they would like to raise for discussion. 

    
The General Manager advised that she and the Chair had met recently with the Vice Chancellor, 
and one of the items discussed which is a major issue for students at present, is the 
graduations.  The nursing students want to have formal graduations back again in Costa Hall.    
The Vice Chancellor advised they can defer their graduations to later on in the year when the 
formal graduations have returned, however when we ran this by Liz Johnson, she was very 
unclear as to whether this was possible.  They may make the Grads on the Green a little more 
formal. 
 
Student Councillor, Laura Moorfoot advised that this was an issue we should keep an eye on 
as other Universities are holding their formal graduations, and we possibly need to do this as 
well.  Next year we can do a push for a more dynamic and engaging graduation process.   
 
The General Manager noted that they intend to go back to Costa Hall mid-way through next 
year for the graduations. 
 

 11:12am Liam Cowan & Georgie Brimer left the room, returning at 11:13am.    
 
The Chair noted that the first plane carrying international students arrived today which is really 
good news.  He would like to get some more information from the Vice Chancellor soon 
regarding the numbers of international students coming back. 

 
10.0 Regulations and Constitution 

  The Chair advised there were no items received under regulations and constitution and he 
would move on to the next item. 

 
11.0 Policy, Procedure & Systems 
11.1 Monthly Compliance Reporting – December 

The Chair advised the status of financial and insurance compliance reporting due in December 
had been provided in the agenda and asked the General Manager if she would like to speak to 
this.   
 
The General Manager advised the PAYG reporting had been lodged for November and 
everything was up to date. 

 
12.0 Reports and Operational Matters     

 The Chair referred to the General Manager to speak to human resources.   
 

12.1 Human Resources    
The General Manager spoke to this item advising there was not much to report. Everyone is 
looking forward to the end of the year and the Christmas party tomorrow. 

 
 The Chair advised that the finance report and profit and loss reports had been provided with 

the agenda and asked the General Manager if she would like to speak further to these.  
 

12.2 
 
 

Finance Report & Profit and Loss 
The General Manager advised we are in a strong position for the end of the year.  Deakin now 
require a higher level of reporting detail from us as their reporting requirements to the 
Government have become more stringent.  We have made it clear to them that the figures we 
have provided them are draft at present. 
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We have the audit coming up and our new finance system is being implemented.  The Finance 
team are doing a great job keeping up with their work and implementing the new system at the 
same time. 
 
The General Manager requested that Managers do not have to provide reports in January as 
staff don’t return to work until mid-January so there won’t be anything to report. 
 
The Chair confirmed this would be fine.  

 
13.0 Minutes of DUSA Committees 

The Chair advised the Minutes of DUSA’s Committees received this month were from the   
Executive Committee and unless there were any questions about these he would move a 
motion to accept them.   

 

SC04/16122021: 
That the Student Council receives the Minutes of the Executive Committee as submitted and 
resolutions therein be endorsed as decisions of DUSA  
Moved:      Guleid Abdullahi Seconded:         Liam Cowan     

For:        7   Against:             0 Abstain: 1 
Carried      

 
14.0 DUSA Reports 

 The Chair referred to the reports received and asked if there were any questions regarding 
these, or if anyone would like to speak further to their reports.    

 
 11:21AM Ved dropped out of the zoom call due to internet difficulties. 

 
 The Chair advised he would now move a motion to accept all reports.    

 

SC05/16122021: 
That the Student Council receive all reports as submitted 
Moved:      Guleid Abdullahi    Seconded:        Laura Moorfoot 
For:        7   Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
Items for Discussion / Decision 
 

15.0 General / Other Business 
The Chair advised there was one item submitted for discussion under general business which 
was the First Nations Committee terms of reference and he referred to the General Manager 
to speak to this.  
 

15.1 First Nations Committee – Terms of Reference 
The General Manager provided some background on this item, advising that we were 
approached a few years back by a first nations student who wanted representation on council. 
Due to our structure this was not possible as there are not many first nations students on 
campuses.  We then decided to put forward a first nations committee that they could run 
themselves.  Terms of Reference were developed by the group and the secretary for the 
committee is one of our advocacy team, Georgia Harris.  This is a very difficult space to work 
in as most students are fly in fly out and have limited internet access when they are back on 
country.  Georgia has done a great job following up and connecting with them.   
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Once the Terms of Reference are endorsed, we will go back out to get more students involved 
and get some collaboration with Deakin.  The Committee will provide a report each month 
which will be a standing item on the agenda and will be in the minutes of the meetings.  This 
is a really good first step, and we can always adjust the Terms of Reference as we go along. 
 
The Chair agreed that this was a really good first step and is something we need to implement 
as it is long overdue.  We welcome their input and look forward to working with the Committee.  
Thanks to Georgia on doing such a great job on this. 

 
 The Chair advised he would now move a motion to endorse the terms of reference. 

 

SC06/16122021: 
The Student Council endorses the First Nations Committee Terms of Reference as submitted 

Moved:      Guleid Abdullahi Seconded:         Liam Cowan     
For:        7     Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
  The Chair asked if anyone had anything else they would like to raise for discussion under 

general or other business. 
  

The Executive Officer advised that we should approve a one day leave of absence for Alan 
Wang as requested as he hasn’t been able to attend the meeting today. 
The student council approves one day of leave for Alan Wang today. 

 

SC07/16122021: 
The Student Council approves a leave of absence of one day for Alan Wang for 16th December 
2021 
Moved:      Guleid Abdullahi Seconded:         Liam Cowan     
For:        7     Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
Items for Noting 
16.0 Next Meeting 
 The Chair advised that the next meeting of the Student Council would be held on Thursday 20th 

January via zoom.    
 
17.0 Close of Business 
  There being no further business to discuss, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 11:28AM. 
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