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DUSA Student Council 
Thursday 22 June 2023 
Commencing at 11:00am   
Burwood Building A Meeting Room and Via Zoom 
 

Procedural Matters 
 

1.0 Welcome 
1.1 The Chair, Georgie Brimer formally welcomed all in attendance and declared the meeting open 

at 11:02AM. 
 
As we gather for this meeting physically dispersed and virtually constructed, let us take a moment to 
reflect on the meaning of place and in doing so recognise the various traditional lands on which we 
do our business today. 
 

We acknowledge the Elders past, present and emerging of all the lands we work and live on, and 
their Ancestral Spirits, with gratitude and respect. 
 
Present 
Georgie Brimer President and Chair     
Guleid Abdullahi Vice President - Education 
Simar Bedi Vice President - Welfare 
Jonathan De La Pena General Secretary 
Spencer Perry Assistant General Secretary   
Jerry Cui Student Council Member 
Prabhmann Singh Student Council Member 
Mairead Foley Student Council Member 
Jorja Sharp Student Council Member 

 

Present for Debate 
None   

 

By Invitation 
Sue Rolland General Manager 
Gavin Hodgkinson Advocacy Manager 
Lee Emberton Student Engagement Manager 
Fionna Cooper Finance Manager 

 
Observers    
Sarbjeet Singh Geelong Campus Coordinator 

 

Minute Taker 
Annette Allen Executive Officer 

 
1.2 Apologies 
Ally Petherick Student Council Member (on leave) 
Robyn Barnden Operations Manager 

 
1.3 Absent 
None   

 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday 22 June 2023 
 

Deakin University Student Association Inc.  |  dusa.org.au  |  1300 555 528  |  ABN 95 022 653 791  |  Reg No. A0040625Y 

 
2.0 Question Time 
2.1 

 
2.2 

 
2.3 

The Chair advised no questions had been received prior to the meeting.   
 
The Chair asked if anyone had any questions.  No questions were received. 
 
The Chair asked if there were any conflicts of interest to declare.  None were received. 

 
3.0 Starring 
3.1 The following items were starred for further discussion (including automatic starring as per agenda): 

3.2 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred reports be 
received without further discussion. 

3.3 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred items on the 
agenda be received and that all recommendations therein be approved without further 
discussion. 

4.1 Accept the minutes of the previous Student Council meeting held on 25 May 2023.   

4.2 Actions arising from the Minutes 
6.0 Leave of Absence Requests 
8.0 Strategic Matters of Importance to Members 
9.0 Constitution and Regulations 
9.1 Proposed amendments to Election Regulations 

10.0 Policy, Procedures and Systems 
10.1 Monthly compliance reporting 
11.0 Reports and Operational Matters 
11.1 Human Resources 
11.2 Finance Report and Profit & Loss   
12.0 Minutes of DUSA’s Committees Received 
12.4 Minutes of Geelong Campus Committee Meetings 
12.5 Minutes of Executive Committee   
12.7 Minutes of First Nations Committee Meeting 
13.0 Reports Received 

13.15 Campus Coordinators Updates 
14.0 General / Other Business 
14.1 Elections critical dates calendar 
14.2 Elections Service Provider and Returning Officer 
14.3 Elections method of voting 
15.0 Next Meeting 
16.0 Meeting Closed 
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Items Requiring Resolution 
 

  3.2 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred reports be received 
without further discussion. 

 
SC01/22062023: 
The Student Council agrees that all remaining unstarred reports be received without further 
discussion  
Moved:        Georgie Brimer Seconded:         Spencer Perry         
For:          9 Against:         0 Abstain: 0  
Carried 

 
  3.3 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred items on the agenda 

be received and that all recommendations therein be approved without further discussion. 
 
SC02/22062023: 
The Student Council agrees that all remaining unstarred items on the agenda be received and 
that all recommendations therein be approved without further discussion 
Moved:     Georgie Brimer Seconded:         Spencer Perry       
For:       9 Against:         0 Abstain:  0 
Carried 

 
4.1 Minutes of the Student Council Meeting 

The Chair advised that if there were no questions regarding the minutes of the previous 
meeting, she would move a motion to accept these. 

 
SC03/22062023: 
That the Student Council approves the minutes of the previous meeting held on 25 May 2023 
as a true and accurate record of proceedings 
Moved:    Georgie Brimer Seconded:         Jonathan De La Pena                         
For:      9  Against:            0 Abstain: 0 
Carried                                                                                                      

 
 

4.2 Actions Arising from Minutes 
 The Chair advised there were no action items on the list, and she would move on to the next 

item.    
   

5.0 Endorse all Motions Approved by Circular Resolution 
  The Chair advised there had been no motions moved by circular resolution since the last 

meeting so she would move on to the next item. 
 

6.0 Leave of Absence 
  The Chair advised no requests for leave had been received and she would move on to the next 

item. 
  

The Geelong Campus Coordinator joined the meeting at 11:11am. 
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7.0 Board Grant Applications 
 The Chair advised no board grant applications had been received and she would move on to 

the next item. 
 

8.0 Strategic Matters of Importance to Members 
 The Chair advised no items had been received under strategic matters and asked if anyone 

had any items they would like to raise for discussion. 
   

The Chair advised she had received some communication from the President of Medusa about 
the fact that medical students were upset that their graduations are scheduled to be held in 
February, and most of them would not be able to attend as they will already be working by then.  
We raised this with the Vice Chancellor yesterday and prior to this we met with a couple of other 
Deakin people who came up with the compromise to hold a celebratory event in December, but 
still hold the actual graduation ceremony in February.  The Vice Chancellor seemed quite 
frustrated by this situation.  He advised that the celebration in December would include the 
medical students swearing their oath and there would still be photo’s etc., but they just wouldn’t 
receive their degree then. 
 
The General Manager noted that he had been adamant that there was nothing they could do 
about this. He doesn’t want to start doing small graduations for various cohorts as this is not 
cost effective.  The celebration will be paid for by the University and photo’s will be taken etc., 
including with the Vice Chancellor. 
 
The Chair advised she would reach out again to the Medusa President to advise her what had 
been discussed and that the large graduation in February will combine many cohorts of 
students.   
 
The Student Engagement Manager suggested a face-to-face meeting with the Medusa 
President for timeliness. 
 
Discussion ensued. 

   
The Chair advised that the law exams for T1 were a mess.  Every law exam seemed to have a 
different format, i.e., take-home, in person, invigilated online etc.  Communication around this 
was very poor and a lot of students were very confused.  VLAB were insisting on in person 
exams or they would not accept their degrees.  Some subjects VLAB are saying must be held 
in person, which provides hope that perhaps other subjects can be done online.  
 
The Chair advised that previously if Online students were located regionally, they could attend 
a local University and do their exam there.  Hopefully Deakin can sort something out as they 
have done in previous years.  The University needs to improve their communications with 
students around exams, and there were also a lot of technical difficulties experienced during 
the exams. 

  
The Chair advised she had attended a couple of Campus Vibrancy workshops recently.  Deakin 
have engaged external consultants to run these workshops at Burwood and Waurn Ponds.  The 
consultant company have been collecting data on times and spaces that are being used at 
Deakin campuses and have collated this data and presented it.  The meetings were very 
frustrating, with an odd focus on people coming to campus not as students or staff, but as 
community members and the presenter referred to everyone as consumers which was odd 
terminology.  Some of the data collected which will go into a report, is just blatantly incorrect. 
i.e., they are collecting data off people’s phones to determine when they are on campus and 
think they have got the kind of demographics they want using this method.  However, there is 
a park in the middle of Burwood University for instance and pinging off phones would pick up 
people walking through the park who have nothing to do with the University, so the data is very 
flawed.    
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The General Manager has scheduled a meeting with Carly Lovell to discuss some of our 
concerns around this data.  The meetings so far have been very focussed on community 
engagement and not the students and staff. 

  
The Student Engagement Manager advised the Students Helping Students Awards for 2023 
have been cancelled and we are in the process of determining why and what format will replace 
this.  These awards have been something that our senior student leaders have applied for in 
the past but have not been very successful with mainly due to our leadership model not having 
the required repetitive mentoring component.  An event will apparently be held later this year 
and once he has further information around this, he will provide it to the campus committees 
and clubs leaders.  One of the major differences between our program and Deakin’s is that 
Deakin peer mentors are compensated for their time and DUSA’s mentors are voluntary.  It is 
a complicated and in-depth award application process which DUSA would not be able to take 
part in as we don’t have the resources.  We are looking at other options for us to participate. 

 
SC04/22062023: 
That the Student Council meeting moves in camera at 11:31am 
Moved:    Georgie Brimer Seconded:         Spencer Perry                            
For:      9    Against:            0 Abstain: 0 
Carried                                                                                                      

 
SC05/22062023: 
That the Student Council meeting moves out of camera at 11:38am 
Moved:    Georgie Brimer Seconded:         Spencer Perry                            
For:      9    Against:            0 Abstain: 0 
Carried                                                                                                      

 
9.0 Regulations and Constitution 

  The Chair advised there was a proposed further amendment to the Election Regulations and 
referred to the Executive Officer to speak to this. 
 

9.1 Proposed further amendment to Election Regulations 
The Executive Officer advised these are very minor changes to tighten up the ambiguity around 
a couple of clauses so that whoever acts as Returning Officer doesn’t have to determine the 
eligibility of whether a student is deemed to be campus based or online, and it will specify that 
the Deakin student roll will close-off the same day as the DUSA roll. 
 
The Chair advised she would move a motion to approve these amendments. 

 

SC06/22062023: 
That the Student Council approves the proposed amendments to the Election Regulations as 
submitted  
Moved:    Georgie Brimer Seconded:         Spencer Perry                            
For:      9    Against:            0 Abstain: 0 
Carried                                                                                                      
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10.0 Policy, Procedure & Systems 
10.1 Monthly Compliance Reporting – June 

The Chair advised the status of financial and insurance compliance reporting due in June had 
been provided in the agenda and asked the Finance Manager if she would like to speak further 
to this.   

  
The Finance Manager advised she has submitted the annual report to the regulatory body now 
which is good and all other items are on track. 

 
11.0 Reports and Operational Matters     

 The Chair asked the General Manager to provide an update on HR.     
 

11.1 Human Resources    
The General Manager advised the finance re-structure has now taken place.  Kylie will take up 
the redundancy and Minwei will take up the merged position.  Kylie finishes on the 14th and we 
are having a small farewell for her next Wednesday. 
 
We are currently recruiting for a position at Front of House Waurn Ponds and have received 
over 100 applications so far.  We recently changed the hours of Geelong Front of House 
positions to be more school based hours, and the shorter hours seem to be working for 
everyone.  After 3pm there is very little activity on campus in Geelong so we will continue with 
this. 
 

Robyn is unwell and not at work this week, however everyone else is going well. 
 

The Geelong Campus Coordinator left the meeting at 11:49am. 
 
 The Chair advised the finance report and profit and loss report had been provided with the 

agenda and asked the Finance Manager if she would like to speak further to these.  
 

11.2 
 
 

Finance Report & Profit and Loss 
The Finance Manager advised that there was a small deficit in May, which was less than 
expected but is fairly close to budget.  No major items went through, and we had a bit of 
corporate partnership sponsorship.  We are currently sitting at a surplus for the 5 months to 
May which is good.  Membership sales are slightly under budget at present; however, this is 
being offset by the corporate partnerships sponsorships coming in over budget.  Expenses 
have been well contained this year and we will be able to spend slightly more on welfare and 
T2 O’Fest.   
 
There were some asset sales in May, and looking ahead the best guess is that we will make a 
surplus by the end of year which is much better than the loss we had budgeted for. 

 

12.0 Minutes of DUSA Committees 
The Chair advised the Minutes of DUSA’s Committees received this month were from the   
Executive Committee, the Geelong Campus Committee and the First Nations Committee, and 
if there were no questions regarding these minutes she would move a motion to accept them.     

 

SC07/22062023: 
That the Student Council receives the Minutes of the Executive Committee, the Geelong Campus 
Committee and the First Nations Committee as submitted, and resolutions therein be endorsed as 
decisions of DUSA    
Moved:      Georgie Brimer Seconded:         Jonathan De La Pena              

For:        9  Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      
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13.0 DUSA Reports 

 The Chair referred to the reports received and asked if there were any questions regarding 
these, or if anyone would like to speak further to their reports. 

   
The General Secretary advised that the vacant positions on the Burwood and Geelong campus 
committees are in the process of being filled now.  Two positions in Burwood and 1 in Geelong 
were vacant, however we will have students onboarded to these positions in time for T2 O’Fest.  
One of the vacant positions on Burwood Campus was the Queer Representative as Eie had 
just recently resigned due to other commitments.  Eie has suggested a replacement for her 
role and he will meet with this student soon.    

 
 The Chair advised she would now move a motion to accept all reports submitted.    

 

SC08/22062023: 
That the Student Council receives all reports as submitted 
Moved:      Georgie Brimer    Seconded:         Jonathan De La Pena        
For:        9 Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
13.15 Campus Coordinator Reports 

 The Chair referred to the Campus Coordinators to provide their verbal reports.    
 

 Paul Ting, Burwood Campus Coordinator  
Paul was unable to attend the meeting, therefore no update. 
 

 Sunny Singh, Geelong Campus Coordinator 
The General Secretary advised that they had conducted a few of the Representative reviews 
for the Geelong Committee recently.  Feedback received from them was that they would like 
to know more about cross campus projects happening.  They would also like to see more of 
the Student Council / Executive Committee coming down to Geelong. 
 
The Chair discussed having a running project log for the campuses which has been discussed 
previously but hasn’t been done.  This could be something worth doing for T2, having a 
document that everyone can provide input into. 
  

 Kayla Stuchbree, Cloud Campus Coordinator 
No update 
 

 Gurrattan Gaahlay, Warrnambool Campus Coordinator 
The Student Engagement Manager advised he had met with most of the Warrnambool 
Committee recently and they are all actively engaged in preparations for the ball later in the 
year, as is Jorja. 

  
The Executive Officer discussed an issue that has arisen for Jorja with her classes for T2 being 
scheduled on Thursdays which will preclude her being able to attend any future Student 
Council meetings for the remainder of her term.  One suggestion was that she take a day’s 
leave of absence for the remainder of the meeting dates. Discussion ensued. 
 
The Chair advised they would run a poll outside of this meeting to find an alternative day of the 
week that would suit everyone and will let the Executive Officer know as soon as possible to 
enable her to re-schedule all future meetings. 
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Items for Discussion / Decision 
 

14.0 General / Other Business 
The Chair advised there were several items received under general business and referred to 
the Executive Officer to speak to these.   
 

 The Executive Officer requested the Chair re-order the Agenda and put item 14.1 after 14.2 
and 14.3.  The Chair agreed. 

 
14.2 Elections Service Provider and Returning Officer 

The Executive Officer advised she had received two submissions from election service 
providers and talked through the differences in the proposals and asked what everyone’s 
thoughts were on these and whether they had a preference as to who to engage this year. 
 
The Executive Officer advised that if AQE were engaged, we would not be able to use the 
elections dates we had selected as they are already doing elections for other Universities on 
those dates. 
 
The Chair advised that she really did not want to change the dates selected for the elections 
and therefore she would be happy to go with Omega.   
 
Student Councillor Jerry Cui advised he was happy to stay with Omega.  All agreed they did 
not want to pay an additional $10,000 to go with AQE and our preferred dates. 
 
The Chair advised she would now move a motion to approve the election services provider 
and the returning officer for the 2023 elections. 

 

SC09/22062023: 
That the Student Council approves Omega Consulting Group as election service provider for 
the 2023 DUSA elections and Josh Gilligan to act as Returning Officer 
Moved:      Georgie Brimer    Seconded:         Spencer Perry            
For:        8  Against:             0 Abstain: 1 
Carried      

 
14.3 Elections Voting Method 

The Executive Officer advised the Council also needs to formally approve the method of voting 
for the elections, both for the initial polling and for electoral college voting.   

 

SC10/22062023: 
That the Student Council approves the method of voting for the 2023 DUSA Elections as by 
attendance polling on campus (with the exception of Queer Representative voting and voting by 
some online students as outlined in the election regulations) and the final Electoral College voting 
to be held online 
Moved:      Georgie Brimer    Seconded:         Spencer Perry           
For:        9  Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
14.1 2023 Elections – Dates Calendar 

The Executive Officer advised the elections critical dates calendar had been provided in MS 
Teams.  These dates have already been approved by the Executive Committee but now need 
to be formally approved by Council. Council confirmed that they still want a voting booth on 
one day at Elgar Road campus. 
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SC11/22062023: 
That the Student Council approves the 2023 Elections Critical Dates Calendar as submitted 
Moved:      Georgie Brimer    Seconded:         Jonathan De La Pena            
For:        9 Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
 The General Manager advised that in place of Robyn she would show the final hoodie and 

lettering that would be used for next year’s memberships. 
 
The Assistant General Secretary spoke about the meetings she had with the Operations 
Manager to finalize the design of the crew neck and lettering.   
 
Council confirmed they were all happy with the design. 

  
The General Manager advised there was a Get to know DUSA session for T2 scheduled on 30 
June and she would like as many participants as possible please. 

  
The General Manager advised there were Open Days scheduled for August which we 
participate in and requested as many people as possible sign up to rosterfy to help out on those 
days.  

  
The Chair welcomed Mairead to her first Council meeting and also congratulated Spencer on 
graduating noting that she will receive her degree in two weeks’ time and will stay on in her 
Student Council role until the end of her term of office. 
 
The Student Engagement Manager advised they are holding online training next Tuesday which 
is mandatory for clubs’ executives to attend.  The training will include a panel of past student 
leaders, an update from Paul on the awards plus other items. 

 

Items for Noting 
15.0 Next Meeting 
 The Chair advised that the next meeting of the Student Council was scheduled for Thursday 

20th July at Burwood Campus, however this will most likely re-scheduled after the poll is 
completed and another day will be advised in due course. 

 
17.0 Close of Business 
 There being no further business to discuss, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 12:21PM. 
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