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DUSA Student Council 
Monday 25 May 2026 
Commencing at 10:30am 
Burwood Corporate Centre (Lvl. 2) and Via Zoom 
 
Procedural Matters 
 

1.0 Welcome 
1.1 The Chair, Noah Smith welcomed all in attendance and declared the meeting formally open at 

10:38am. 
 
As we gather for this meeting physically dispersed and virtually constructed, let us take a moment 
to reflect on the meaning of place and in doing so recognise the various traditional lands on which 
we do our business today. 
 
We acknowledge the Elders past, present and emerging of all the lands we work and live on, and 
their Ancestral Spirits, with gratitude and respect. 
 
Present 
Noah Smith President & Chair 
Vi Vo Vice President - Education 
Supraja Srinivasan General Secretary  
Kaitlyn Handreck Assistant General Secretary 
Alex Gilders Student Council Member 
Emily Mao Student Council Member  
Abhinav Bhuyan Student Council Member 
Vishrut Goswami Student Council Member   (joined mtg at 11:45am) 
Charlotte Cooper Student Council Member 

 

Present for Debate 
None   

 

By Invitation 
Sue Rolland General Manager 
Robyn Barnden Operations Manager 
Fionna Cooper Finance Manager 
Gerard Turner Student Engagement Manager 
Mikayla Sotiriadis Geelong Campus Coordinator 
Aditi Mishra Burwood Campus Coordinator 

 
Observers    
Rhylee Zoudlik Deakin Student 
Bayley Machie Deakin Student 
Coco Manning Deakin Student 
Em Stephens Deakin /Student 
Yasin Backes Deakin /Student 
Maya Bornstein Geelong Clubs & Societies Representative 
Katie Le Deakin Student 
Rem Randall Geelong Disability & Carers Representative 
Banuka Kumarasinghe Burwood Clubs & Societies Representative 
Ha Nguyen Burwood International Representative 
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Minute Taker 
Annette Allen Executive Officer 

 
1.2 Apologies 
Gavin Hodgkinson Advocacy Manager 

 
1.3 Absent 
Melda Ceylanbas Vice President - Welfare 

 
2.0 Question Time 
2.1 

 
2.2 

 
2.3 

The Chair advised no questions had been received prior to the meeting.   
 
The Chair asked if anyone had any questions.  No questions were received. 
 
The Chair asked if there were any conflicts of interest to declare.    Charlotte Cooper declared a 
conflict of interest with regards to the Enviro Club board grant application.   
Vi Vo declared a conflict of interest with regards to the Volunteer Hub application. 

 
3.0 Starring 
3.1 The following items were starred for further discussion (including automatic starring as per agenda): 

3.2 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred reports be 
received without further discussion. 

3.3 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred items on the agenda 
be received and that all recommendations therein be approved without further discussion. 

4.1 Accept the minutes of the previous Student Council meetings held on 26 March 2026.   
4.2 Actions arising from the Minutes 
5.0 Motions moved by circular resolution 
6.0 Leave of Absence requests 
7.0 Board Grant Applications 
7.1 Deakin University Bangladeshi Club 
7.2 Deakin Environment Club 
7.3 Deakin Volunteering Hub 
8.0 Strategic Matters of Importance to Members 
9.0 Regulations and Constitution 

10.0 Policy, Procedures and Systems 
10.1 Monthly compliance reporting 
11.0 Reports and Operational Matters 
11.1 Human Resources 
11.2 Finance Report and Profit & Loss   
12.0 Minutes of DUSA’s Committees Received 
12.4 Geelong Campus Committee Meeting minutes 
12.5 Executive Committee Meeting minutes 
13.0 Reports Received 

13.15 Campus Coordinators verbal updates 
14.0 General / Other Business 
14.1 World Cup Watch Party project proposal 
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14.2 2026 Election dates calendar 
14.3 MCWH Workshops project proposal 
14.4 Midnight Munchies Project Proposal 
14.5 Purchase of Dryer 
14.6 Link between Rubrik and Salesforce 
15.0 Next Meeting 
16.0 Meeting Closed 

 
Items Requiring Resolution 
 

  3.2 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred reports be received 
without further discussion. 

 
SC01/25052026: 
The Student Council agrees that all remaining unstarred reports be received without further 
discussion  
Moved:        Noah Smith Seconded:         Supraja Srinivasan                         
For:          8 Against:         0 Abstain: 0 
Carried 

  
  3.3 To consider a recommendation from the Chair that all remaining unstarred items on the agenda 

be received and that all recommendations therein be approved without further discussion. 
 
SC02/25052026: 
The Student Council agrees that all remaining unstarred items on the agenda be received and 
that all recommendations therein be approved without further discussion 
Moved:     Noah Smith Seconded:        Abhinav Bhuyan                
For:       8   Against:         0 Abstain: 0 
Carried 

 
4.1 Minutes of the Student Council Meeting 

The Chair advised that if there were no questions regarding the minutes from the previous 
meeting, he would move a motion to accept these. 

 
SC03/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the minutes of the previous meeting held on 23 April 2026 
as a true and accurate records of proceedings 
Moved:    Noah Smith Seconded:         Charlotte Cooper                            
For:      8      Against:            0 Abstain: 0 
Carried                                                                                                      

 
4.2 Actions Arising from Minutes 

 The Chair advised there were no outstanding action items.   
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5.0 Endorse all Motions Approved by Circular Resolution 

  The Chair advised there were no motions moved by circular resolution since the last meeting. 
 

6.0 Leave of Absence 
  The Chair advised that no requests for leave had been received.     

 
7.0 Board Grant Applications 

     The Chair advised that several board grant applications had been received and he would refer 
to the first application from the Bangladeshi Club. 

 
7.1 Board Grant application from Deakin University Bangladeshi Club 

The General Secretary spoke to this application advising this was for $600 for their upcoming 
Eid Festival.  It is a collaboration between the Pakistani club, the Bangladeshi and Afghani 
Societies.  This is a new club, so they don’t have sufficient funds as yet to run this event and it  
would be a good use of DUSA funds to assist this new club with their event. 

 
SC04/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the board grant application of $600 for the Bangladeshi Club 
as submitted 
Moved:    Noah Smith Seconded:         Charlotte Cooper                         
For:      8    Against:            0 Abstain: 0 
Carried                                                                                                      

 
7.2 Board Grant application from Deakin Environment Club 

Charlotte spoke to this application advising this was for the Enviro-Ball for 2026 which was 
being held at Sealife Aquarium Melbourne. 
 
Rhylee advised they had considered all of the board grant criteria and confirmed that funding 
efforts had been made and some of the costs will be covered by the funds raised.  Charlotte 
and Rhylee showed a detailed presentation on screen which outlined the budget for this 
application and the funding efforts that have been made to date.  The application was asking 
for $5,000 from DUSA.  They talked further through the specific board grant criteria during the 
slide presentation noting that tickets will be available to all Deakin students plus the general 
public. 
 
The General Secretary queried whether we could do this as a loan to be repaid to DUSA.  
Charlotte confirmed they would be happy to do a 50/50% split.  
 
The Student Engagement Manager congratulated the team on their work on this application 
and how prepared they have been to submit this. 

 
SC05/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the amended board grant application of $5,000 for the 
Deakin Enviro Club to be split into a $2,500 board grant application and $2,500 loan to be repaid 
to DUSA 
Moved:    Noah Smith Seconded:        Kaitlyn Handreck                              
For:      7     Against:            0 Abstain: 1 *Charlotte 
Carried                                                                                                      
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11:45am Vishrut Goswami joined the meeting 
 

7.3 Board Grant application from Deakin Volunteering Hub 
The Chair spoke to this application advising that this has now been amended to a $3,000 loan 
and $2,000 board grant application. 
 
Student Representative, Ha Nguyen spoke to this application and showed a presentation on 
screen advising this was for a $5 meal option for students during the exam period.  Ha talked 
through the various slides providing details of the application.  The sum of $2,000 being 
requested is directly related to the event delivery costs, and the $3,000 board grant loan would 
be used to pay the up-front payment to the catering company.  This would then be repaid from 
the money raised through sales of the $5 meals. 
 
The Chair asked if there were any questions. 
 
The Student Engagement Manager congratulated Ha on his hard work on this application.  He 
noted that 11 clubs were contributing to this initiative and that they are relying completely on 
the sales to be able to repay the loan. 
 
The Chair advised he feels that they will get the ticket sales to be able to repay this, but even if 
they didn’t it is a very good use of DUSA funds to provide these meals to students. 
 
The Vice President Education noted that Ha has worked incredibly hard on this project and 
noted that the cost-of-living crisis this year is much worse than it was last year.  Students are 
advising that these meals are a life saver for them.  With 150 servings per day this will help a 
lot more students. 
 
Ha further advised that the 150 meals per day will be split between 50% vegan and 50% meat-
based meals. 
 
Further discussion and questions ensued. 
 
The Chair advised he would move a motion to approve the amended application 

 
SC06/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the board grant application of $2,000 plus a loan amount of 
$3,000 for the Deakin Volunteering Hub as per the amended application 
Moved:    Noah Smith Seconded:        Kaitlyn Handreck                             
For:      8    Against:            0 Abstain: 1*Vi Vo 
Carried                                                                                                      

 
8.0 Strategic Matters of Importance to Members 

 The Chair advised no items had been received and asked if anyone had anything to raise under 
strategic matters. 

 
9.0 Regulations and Constitution 

  The Chair advised there were no items under regulations and constitution.    
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10.0 Policy, Procedure & Systems 
10.1 Monthly Compliance Reporting – May 

The Chair advised the status of financial and insurance compliance reporting due for May had 
been provided in the agenda and asked the Finance Manager if she would like to speak further 
to this. 

  
The Finance Manager advised all compliance items due for the month have been finalised plus 
one item was carried over from the previous month.  The SSAF reporting was provided to FBAC 
and we have renewed our agreement with Perpetual for our investment with them. 

 
11.0 Reports and Operational Matters     

 The Chair referred to the General Manager to provide an update on HR.     
 

11.1 Human Resources    
The General Manager advised everything was in good shape in HR.  We are currently recruiting 
for a new marketing coordinator, and our new HR person is handling this recruitment.   

 
11.2 Finance Report & Profit and Loss 

The Chair referred to the Finance Manager to speak to the Finance Report. 
   

The Finance Manager advised we saw a deficit in April, with a lot of food expenditure going 
through. Accommodation deposits for the Uni Nationals were also paid.  YTD our deficit is 
slightly favourable to budget.  Revenue is showing slightly under budget plus salaries are under 
budget as well due to some vacant positions.  There is a trend with food costs being higher 
than usual and also transport costs have been higher.  We are still on budget for an overall 
deficit for the year.     

 
12.0 Minutes of DUSA Committees 

The Chair advised the Minutes of DUSA’s Committees received this month were from the 
Executive Committee and the Geelong Campus Committee and if there were no questions 
regarding these, he would move a motion to accept them.     

 
SC07/25052026: 
That the Student Council receives the Minutes of the Executive Committee, and the Geelong 
Campus Committee as submitted, and resolutions therein be endorsed as decisions of DUSA    
Moved:      Noah Smith Seconded:         Abhinav Bhuyan                      

For:        9   Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
13.0 DUSA Reports 

 The Chair referred to the reports received and asked if there were any questions regarding the 
reports or if anyone would like to speak further to their reports. 
 
Abhinav advised they have created a survey form for residential students to complete on the 
issues they have been facing. 
 
The Chair invited anyone who has lived on Resi to speak with Abhinav and advise him of your 
experiences.  We can then start circulating this survey once it has been refined. 

 
 The Chair advised he would move a motion to accept all reports received. 
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SC08/25052026: 
That the Student Council receives all reports as submitted 
Moved:      Noah Smith  Seconded:         Supraja Srinivasan                       
For:        9      Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
13.15 Campus Coordinator Reports 

 The Chair referred to the Campus Coordinators to provide brief verbal reports.    
 

 Aditi Mishra, Burwood Campus Coordinator  
Aditi advised they have just finished self-care week which got a lot of interaction, and they have 
also finished the food pantry for this trimester. 
The Sewing workshop event received a lot of engagement. 
Chill out trolleys have continued running. 
Campus Representatives have been working on a lot of projects and have also installed a 
clothes rack in the Women’s room. 
There was some lighting issues on Morgans Walk which have now been rectified. 
Students are advising that they are appreciating the loan of laptops from the library. 

 
 Mikayla Sotiriadis, Geelong Campus Coordinator 

Mikayla advised that self-care week in Geelong was held with good participation, especially 
beats and eats day.  The Hot sip social also went very well.  The Chill-out trolleys are going 
well and emptying quickly.  They have changed some of the foods being offered in the chill-
out trolley. 
 
There are some good ideas coming from Geelong at present which will come up to Council for 
approval further on. 
 
Received good feedback from Geelong club executives and planning for T2 O’Fest is now 
underway. 

 
 Andy Neal, Warrnambool Campus Coordinator 

Andy was not present. 
The Chair advised the date for the winter ball has now been locked in and tickets are now on 
sale. 
 
The Student Engagement Manager confirmed they had also held a social night in Warrnambool  
with 71 attendees at the games night.  They had organized a DJ as well and it was a great 
night.  The Campus Committee did a great job in promoting this as well. 

 
Items for Discussion / Decision 
 

14.0 General / Other Business 
The Chair advised there were several items submitted under general business and would refer 
to the first item which is a project proposal submitted by Vish. 
 

14.1 World Cup Watch Party project proposal 
Vish advised they wanted to have a large screen available across campuses to watch the match 
and noted there may be some issues in getting permission/s to do this.   
 
The Student Engagement Manager advised they have not seen any information outside of the 
project proposal.  For the Burwood watch party they were able to obtain permission from FIFA 
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on their second submission.  They just need some further information on this proposal as the 
timeframe is creeping up so they will need to get across this very quickly. 
 
The General Secretary agreed that obviously staff need to be across this proposal, so we need 
to ensure we work with them to get the necessary approvals in place. 
 
The Chair advised he would move a motion to approve this proposal. 

 

SC09/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the World Cup Watch Party project proposal as submitted 
pending changes to the budget and working with the Student Engagement Team 
Moved:      Noah Smith  Seconded:         Supraja Srinivasan                       
For:       9     Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
14.2 2026 Election dates calendar 

The Executive Officer advised this was an administrative process whereby the Student Council 
needs to approve the scheduled election dates so that these can then be provided to the election 
services company. 
 
The Chair advised he would move a motion to approve the election dates. 

 

SC10/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the 2026 Elections dates as submitted 
Moved:      Noah Smith  Seconded:         Supraja Srinivasan                     
For:        9     Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
14.3 MCWH Workshops project proposal 

Charlotte advised she had previously been the Burwood Women’s Representative last year and 
had run similar workshops then.  They are looking to provide a free catered workshop for 
international students who identify as women and non-binary to be able to educate them 
regarding women’s issues and provide a safe space where they can ask questions.    
 
Charlotte further noted that they will need to get an idea of numbers so that they know how many 
rooms need to be booked for this.  They will advertise this event through DUSAs Instagram etc. 
and are planning on providing catering from Subway and have attached a budget to this 
proposal. 
 
Questions and discussion ensued. 
 
The General Secretary advised that this event should be promoted via signage in bathrooms as 
well and we would most likely need to get permission form the University to do this. 
 
The Chair advised he would move a motion to approve this proposal. 

 

SC11/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the MCWH Workshops project proposal as submitted 
Moved:      Noah Smith  Seconded:        Supraja Srinivasan                       
For:        8    Against:             0 Abstain: 1 *Charlotte 
Carried      
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14.4 Midnight Munchies project proposal 

Aditi advised that they did this last year as well and it is basically distributing snacks during 
SWOTVAC week, similar to a chill-out trolley.   
 
The Chair advised he would move a motion to approve this proposal. 

 

SC12/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the Midnight Munchies project proposal as submitted 
Moved:      Noah Smith  Seconded:         Charlotte Cooper                      
For:        9     Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 

14.5 Purchase of new dryer 
The General Manager advised this was required in the Student Engagement area as the current 
dryer has died and we will need a maximum of $2,000 to purchase a new dryer. 
 
The Chair advised he would move a motion to approve this proposal. 

 

SC13/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the purchase of a new dryer at a maximum cost of $2,000 
Moved:      Noah Smith  Seconded:        Abhinav Bhuyan                        
For:        9   Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
14.6 Link between Rubrik and Salesforce 

The Student Engagement Manager advised Rubrik has been rolled out as a platform and the 
feedback being received from clubs is that they are looking for a faster link with regards to ticket 
purchasing.  Our systems coordinator has been working on a link between Rubrik to Salesforce 
to be able to do this.  We have completed the discovery phase with Rubrik which has taken a 
couple of months, and they have come back with a cost of $5,000 for the integration. 
 
The Chair advised he would move a motion to approve this proposal. 

 

SC14/25052026: 
That the Student Council approves the purchase of a link between Rubrik and Salesforce at a 
cost of $5,000 
Moved:      Noah Smith  Seconded:         Supraja Srinivasan                      
For:        9     Against:             0 Abstain: 0 
Carried      

 
Items for Noting 
 
15.0 Next Meeting 
 The Chair advised that the next Student Council Meeting will be scheduled to be held on 

Thursday 25th June commencing at 10:30am. 
 
16.0 Close of Business 
 There being no further business to discuss, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 11:41am. 

 


	DUSA Student Council
	Procedural Matters
	Present
	Present for Debate
	By Invitation
	Observers
	Minute Taker


	Welcome
	1.0
	The Chair, Noah Smith welcomed all in attendance and declared the meeting formally open at 10:38am.
	1.1
	STUDENT COUNCIL MEETINGS ACTION SHEET

